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Minutes 

 
June 5, 2015                                                                                                       Des Moines, IA  
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
The Iowa Commission on Aging convened a regular meeting in room 310 of the Ola Babcock Miller 
Building. Commissioner Grandquist called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. Grandquist welcomed 
Commissioner Winkie to her first meeting. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Members Present 
Betty Grandquist, Chair 
Jill Bjerke  
Carole Dunkin  
Quentin Hart  
Willard Jenkins  
Richard Stone  
Bev Winkie 
 

Members Absent 
Sen. Dotzler* 
Sen. Johnson* 
Rep. Brandenburg* 
Rep. Gaskill* (Stopped by the meeting around 
Noon during a break in Session) 
 
 
 

*Non-voting, Ex-officio members  
Others Present or on the call: Donna Harvey, Kimberly Murphy, Danika Welsch, Paige Thorson, Linda 
Hildreth, Joe Sample, Dick Harmon, Donnell Doering, Shelly Sindt, Mike Isaacson, Jill Gleason, Kelly 
Butts, Shan Sasser, Jane Erickson, Joel Olah, Jim Cushing, Bob Welsh, Christa Merritt, Di Findley, Carin 
Reisch.  
 
Agenda 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Stone, and a second by Commissioner Dunkin to adopt 
the agenda as presented. All members present voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of February 6, 2015 stand as presented.   
 

Department on Aging Update 
Director Harvey provided an update of department activities. Kimberly Murphy, Iowa Department on 
Aging (IDA), provided an update of state and federal legislative activities. See the Department and 
Legislative Updates for details. Discussion held.   
 
 
 

Draft 
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Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Update 
Paige Thorson, Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman (SLTCO), provided the update of office 
activities on behalf of State Long-Term Care Ombudsman, Deanna Clingan-Fischer. The update 
included grant and legislative activities. See the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Updates Memorandum 
for details. Discussion was held.   
 
Administrative Rules 
Murphy walked through the Adopted and Filed notice for Administrative Code Chapter 2, Department 
on Aging. There were no changes made to the Chapter as approved in the Notice of Intended Action 
step. The Chapter made its way through the Administrative Rules Review Committee (ARRC), and no 
public comment was received. Discussion was held. 
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Hart, and a second by Commissioner Dunkin to adopt 
and file 17 Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 2 as presented. All members present voted: Aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
SFY 2016 Area Plan Updates 
The Department provided the commission with a synopsis of the SFY 2016-2017 Area Agency Plans on 
Aging. See the document for details. 
 
The six area agencies on aging (AAAs) gave presentations to the commission summarizing their area.  
 
After an internal review by the Department staff including program managers, fiscal staff and 
management, the Department recommended approval of the SFY 2016-2017 Area Plans as submitted 
by Elderbridge, Northeast Iowa Area Agency on Aging, Aging Resources, Heritage, Milestones, and 
Connections. Action was taken for each plan following the agency presentation. Discussion was held. 
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Hart, and a second by Commissioner Bjerke to approve 
the FY2016-2017 Area Plan submitted by Milestones Area Agency on Aging. All members present 
voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Dunkin, and a second by Commissioner Stone to approve 
the FY2016-2017 Area Plan submitted and funds transfer as requested by Elderbridge Area Agency on 
Aging. All members present voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Bjerke, and a second by Commissioner Stone to approve 
the FY2016-2017 Area Plan submitted by Northeast Iowa Area Agency on Aging. All members present 
voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Stone, and a second by Commissioner Bjerke to approve 
the FY2016-2017 Area Plan submitted and funds transfer as requested by Aging Resources of Central 
Iowa. All members present voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Stone, and a second by Commissioner Hart to approve 
the FY2016-2017 Area Plan submitted and funds transfer as requested by Heritage Area Agency on 
Aging. All members present voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
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Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Hart, and a second by Commissioner Stone to approve 
the FY2016-2017 Area Plan submitted by Connections Area Agency on Aging. All members present 
voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Demographic Overview 
Dick Harmon, IDA, provided an overview of Iowa demographics. See the Older Iowans: 2015 profile for 
details. 
 
Data Presentation 
The Department is working towards data driven outcomes and decision-making, not currently a 
common practice in aging networks across the Nation. Shan Sasser and Dick Harmon, IDA, gave a 
presentation of an example of the data analysis the Department is working on. See the presentation 
for details.  
 
Betty Grandquist Lifetime Achievement Award 
Erin Kurth, IDA, walked the commission through a proposal to award the 2015 Betty Grandquist 
Lifetime Achievement Award. See the handout for the proposed criteria and procedures.  
 
A committee was established to review the nominations to provide the commission with a 
recommendation to award. The members selected to sit on the committee were Dunkin, Stone and 
Winkie. Hart will serve as a backup. The committee will meet to discuss their recommendation on 
August 14 prior to the commission meeting. 
 
Election of Officers – Term effective through June 2017 
The Nominating Committee consisting of Dunkin, Jenkins, and Stone met earlier in the morning to provide 
a recommendation to the Commission for the election of officers. The Committee recommended Commissioner 
Grandquist to serve as Chair and Commissioner Stone to serve as Vice-Chair. With no opposition or nominations 
from the floor the Chair and Vice-Chair stand as recommended.   
 

Announcements from the Commission and/or Department Staff 
None. 
 
Next Commission Meeting 
The Department proposed the following meeting schedule the for remainder of 2015: August 14, 
September 18, October 16, November 13 and December 18. Meetings that are not needed at the time 
will be cancelled.  
 
Action: There was a motion by Commissioner Stone, and a second by Commissioner Hart to adopt the 
meeting schedule as presented. All members present voted: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
Written comments are attached. 
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Jim Cushing, Iowa Association of Area Agencies (i4a), spoke to the commission about the activities 

underway at the Association and Area Agencies. Cushing provided a handout, “Iowa Area Agencies on 

Aging: Transforming Care for the Future,” and asked for support in telling their story.  

Adjournment 
There being no further business to discuss at this time the meeting was adjourned at 1:48PM.  
 
________________________________   ___________________ 
Chair        Date 
 

________________________________   ___________________ 
Recording Secretary      Date 








